
April 10,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 lih Street, S\V
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-Ol-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-700

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my con~em over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area code as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (vvhether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution vvill
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
,1S far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
n1Gnths, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The ?vlichigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
;\ISA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
umber distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.



Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility. .

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in Ulmecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

cc:
I'vfr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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Dear Chairmary. Powell:
I

As an execl.lti\fe and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alanning rate
at which Mic*gan area codes are exhausting available numbers and, to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation ~easures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in peed of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for Owl 616 area as a means of relief

I
As you ~e atare, the ,addition of ne:v area codes (whether tluough. a geographic split or an
overlay) IS costly to busmesses and fuelr employees. The added confuslOn makes the overlay the
least artractivd option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost bUsinesse~ needed capital to expand and create jobs.

I

A report to Je Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a10 number dialing plan., could be completely exhausted by 2007, If additional
numbers are ~dded to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally coulld reach 5150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code e~haustion arId the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

I
The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend ~he life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into thb future as 2097. In our current world, where lmowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an ad~itional47 years may fmd the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

I

The MiChigJ Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it deledated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical ,Areas
(1VfSA) s~ a~Jt0 .extend the .li~e o! e~isting.~~ newly created area co~es through 1,000 block
number dlstriThution and partiClpatlOn m the 1nlnal round ofproposed natlOnal number pooling.
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Washington, C 20554
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Under your en eria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the ilargest MSA's, The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility. I

Therefore, th~ederal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission' 5 Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and oth businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

I
Thank you fori your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, ple~se do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely, I
6a/~
Jay A. Yule, PER
Human Resoilce Manager

:
i

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice Pfesident
Public ~olicy & Govenunent
Grand ~aPids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pe 1Street N\V
Grand· apids MI 49503-2831
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Muy 11,2001

Chairm:.m Michael Powcll
Federal Communications Commission
445 li ll Strcct, SW
Washington, DC 20554

P.04

Rn'.... File Nos, NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos, 96-98 ami 99-200

Deur ChaifTl1an Powell:

As an executive and a citizer.. I am writing to you to cxpress my concern over the alarming rate
ar which Michigan area codes are exhau~ting availnble numhers and to suppOrt the Michigan
Puhlic Service Commission' ~ Petition in this doder for authority to implement number
conservation measures, In Mlchigun, since 1994 four area codes have been added with ut least
rhree more in need of rei ief. One of the codes (61 ()) encompasses rhe nrell that I live in ant! do
husiness. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently c(lnsiuering an all servIces
overlay for our 616 are:.J as ;} mc::.ns of relief

As you are aware, the ,1ddi[ion of new are;) codes (whether Lhrough a gcogl'::Jphic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and thelr employees. The adueu confusion mnkes the overlay the
lea.,;t attractive option for area code relief. It IS important to note that any area code solution Will
COSt buslne~ses needed caplt~l to expanu and create jobs.

/\. report to the Au Hoc TelccommunicilliDns Users Committee stated that the aV:Jilable area
codes, under a 10 r,umber dHllmg plan, could be completely exhausred by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the diuJing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion, It is Imperative Lhat the fCC take action to reduce the fate
of arca code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows lhal thc proper implemenlation of number conservalion mechanisms
could extend the lire or [he current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and posslhly
a~ far into the future as 2097, In our cUlTent worlJ, where knowledge J(\uhles in 18 to 24
months, an aLlJitionil14 7 years may finu the usc of numbers for lehxommunicarion,\ onsoleLe.

The Michigan Public Scn'JCe Commission has filed a Petition in this dockeL a.-;king rhar you
grant J[ deleguled authority for the Gr:.lnt! Rapids and Detroit Melropolitan S:atistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extenl1 the lifc of existing <.lnll r.cwly created urea coues lhrough 1,000 block
numher cJi:,triburion and pa,-ticipation in the initi:31 round of pmposed national number pooling.
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Under your criteria for SL:ch delegaLed authority you specify LhaL the numbcl;ng plan area must
he in jeopardy, h<.lve a remaining lifespan of nt least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSi\'s. The Ur~.Illd Rapids MS/\ currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore. rhe Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Puhlic Services
CommisslOn's Petition so thal it may implement numher conservation techniques Lhal will save
mine and other husinesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you fnr your consideration of this maller. If I can be of addItional u,l;si,l;tanl:~ to you or
your staff, please do not hesit3te to contacL me directly.

Sincerely,

?~L-A-.
Peler Mayhak
PreSIdent

cc:
Mr. Rusty Men.:hant
Vlce PresidenL
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamher of Commerce
1J 1 Pe;lrl StreeL NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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RUSSELL E. PRICE, P.C.
LAW OFFICES

8 E. MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 124
FREMONT, MICHIGAN 49412

(231) 924-0780

April 11, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 Ith Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-O 1-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay [or our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibili ty.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

,,~

Sincer5IY~;""•

~
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cc: '
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
1I 1 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831



April 1J, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority.. to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for lIar 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is



in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

~cJ~fY(fJ"--
Audrey L. Pimpjeton

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 10, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Continental Baptist Missions

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the
alarming rate at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to
support the Michigan Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to
implement number conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have
been added with at least three more in need of relief One of the codes (616)
encompasses the area that I live in and do business. The Michigan Public Service
Commission is currently considering an all services overlay for our 616 area as a means
ofrelief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or
an overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the
overlay the least attractive option for area code relief It is important to note that any area
code solution will cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that
you grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical
Areas (MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through
1,000 block number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed
national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area
must be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the
numbering plan area is in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently
meets your criterion for eligibility.

21st Ce!1llif~V Ministries for a 1st Ce!1llU~v Mission

5900 Alpine NW, Comstock Park, MI 4932 I -9797



Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public
Services Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation
techniques that will save mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary
costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to
you or your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Gerald K. Webber
President

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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4/12/01

Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 ]2th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-Ol-36 <Michig®}
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

'645 Eastern Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49507

616-245--0269' Fax 616-224-2179

As an executive and a citizen, I am 'iVTiting to you to express my concern over the alanning rate
at which l\1ichigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added Vv'ith at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The .:Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution "Will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas

APR-12-20e1 10:54 616 224 2179
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(MSA) so as to e>..1end the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility ,

Therefore, the Federal Communications Conunission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that Mll save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

cc:
1vIr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids .tv1J 49503-2831

APR-12-2001 10:54



04-12-2001 08:09RM WEer/ESI - Rcct/Purch 1 616 2434172 P.06

WEEKS ELECTRIC COMPANY, INC.
ELECTRIC MOTORS AC/DC DRIVES COMPLETE ELECTRICAL REPAIR SERVICES

COAPORATEOFFICE
1057 COTTAGE GROVE, SE
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49507
PHONE (616) 243·8866 1-800-227-0835
FAX(61S) 243-9580

April 12, 2001

ChainnanMichaeI Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: . File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chainnan Powell:

NORTHERN BRANCH
1230 SOUTH LAFAYETTE ST.
GREENVILLE, MI48B38
PHONE (616) 754-2246
FAX (616) 754-2247

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alanning rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
ofarea code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

- APR-12-2001 07:54 1 616 2434172
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The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation teclmiques that will save
mine and other businesses millions ofdollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber ofCommerce
] 11 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831

TOTAL P.07
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April 10, 2001

Dear Chairman Powell:

INIlJflliAi
CONtEP" INC()~IOR4'E'

4785 Stafford S.W.
Grand Rapids. MI 49548
Phono:' (616) 538-7900
FAX: (616) 538·~918

, This letter is to ,expre~s my st~ong son~ern~ ~a.s bqthan executive and ~ citizen, over the alarming
.. ra.te at which Michigan area CQd~s ar~.exhau&t~ns ayallable oumbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Cornmission"sPetitlon jo:thisd'o~~ket for authority to implement nl!mber
conservation measures, In MJchigan~s~nce 1994 fmlT area codes have been added with at least

. i three more in need of relief. pne of thecq~es (616) encompasses the area that r live in a.nd do
! . business, The Michigan Put)lic SerVice 'Commis~ion is currently considering an all services
, overlay for our 616 area as a t¥eiWsofrelief .

As you are aw~re, the iiddition of new area cqdes (whetber through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businessc~ apd tlj~\r empl()YgesiThe added conti/sian makes the overlay the
least ~ttractive optionfor area:codcre.lief "]tis irnportant to note tl-tat any area code solution will

, cost businesses needed capital ;toexpaOd apdcrea"te Jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Tel~cl?mrl1p,nicatiop.s USErs Committee slated that the ayailabl~ area
! cqdes, under a 10 nlJI1)ber di~ling plan•.c9~ld 1J,~c0U1plctcly exhausted by 2007. If additional

nlJmbers are added to the dial,ing plan to cr~!itei:ndre available numbers, the cost to businesses
na~ionally could reach $150 bplion,It is ~rn"peratiy¢ that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and th~ necessity for 1.1 oi .12 number dialing plans,

Tbe sam~ study also shows that the proper impt~mcntation of number c.onservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the currentl0.pUln~~r diaJinsplans to at least the year 2048 and possibly

, as far into the future as 209'. In our current WQrld) "vhere knowledge doubles in ]8 to 24
months, an additional 47 years'm~y find thqtiseofh\.Jmbcrs for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has fiI~d a Petition in Ihis docket asking that you
I grant it delegated authority ~or the ·Gra,n.d ',Rapids; and Dctroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
I (MSA) So as to e>..iend the life ofex1$tingatld newly created area <;,odes through 1,000 block
. mimber distribution and partic!pationin the in'iliaJ rqlLndof pn>posed n.alional number pooling,

\.'. .'
lIt&tutrl., e,Helllts, Jnc_..._..Your sourel far proFessIonal maislusoce prodllcts & Industria' E,u',mIlU
l'-'-': _; '.. .• J... - .. ., .;. ,. . _.,.'

1- APR-1~-2001 13:01 96%
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Website' www.ggrhha.com
E-Mi1i1 h()mp'~(.yggrhbi.l.com

Phone: (616) 281-2021
F<Jx: (616) 2A1·4500-------------

<") Greater Grand Rapids
Home Builders Association

2021 44th Street, SE
Grand Rar1ds, MI 4950~·S009

April 10.2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Pedcral Communications Cnmmission
445 liltStrect,SW
Washingtun. DC 205')'1

Re'. fi.Jf.Nos. NSD-L-O 1·3.6 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a cilil.en, I am writing to you to e:o;,prcss my concern lIyer the alanning rate
at which Michigan an.:a codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. Tn Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of felicf. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Conuni~sion is currently considering an all services
overl::ly for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you a.re aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is custly to businesses and lhcir employees. The added confu:iion makes the overlay the
least allractive option for arca code relief. It is imponant to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needeu capital to expand and crcate jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Tclccommunicatlon:-. Users Committee stated that the available area
coces, under a 10 number dialing plan, CLJuid be complelely Gxhausted hy 2007, if additional
numbers are added (0 the dialing plan to create more available nllll1hers. lhe cost to businesse~

lIatlonall y COil Id rcach $150 billi on It is il11perati vc tllat the 1-'CC takc acti Oil to reuuce the ralE.:
of arec C(lUC ex.haustion and the neccssity for 11 or 12 :lumber dialing plans.

Trw same study :.llw shows Ih.1! the rropcr Implementation of number conservation Illcchilnisms
could C.x.1Clld {he life of the cuncnt 10 numCJcr Gliding rLms to at!caSl thc Y~~:1r 2()48 and possibly
as far into the future :1S 2097. In our owe:')'. world, where knowkdge; doubles in 18 to 24
months. all Jdditiunal47 YC:lfS IllJy fmu the usr. of numhcrs for tekct)ll1munic<ltloll~ ohsoh.:tc.

The M1Chie,m Pllblic Service Comn:isslon has filed <l Pctltion In tim duc}.:et a~kitlg thaI you
G,'l!IH il Jclcgnted aUlhurity for the (;r;"trtd R,1plds :1110 l)elroil Mc([O[;n[ll<lll SlallSllC:11 Areas

(800) 30~ ;021
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(MSA) S11 ,1.'\ to ex lend ~lic lire of cxisllng and newly crealeu aleo. code., lhrouEh 1,000 block
lILlI1:bcr distribution <lnd pal1lclp:1tion in the initial round of proposcd nat, on'll number pooling.

Undcr your critl:na for such deleGated authority you specify lhat thc numhcnng pl;m area must
be ill .ICO[lardy, have a rCIT\3ining Ilfespall of a[ least onc yeur Clnd that the numbcrin!l, plan area is
III olle of the largest MS/\'s. The Grand Rapids MSA curn:ntly meels your crilerion for
c:llgibllity.

Thl,;,rcColc, the rederal Communications Commission should grant the Mic\l1gan }'luhlic ServIces
Commission's Pcti:ion so that it may implement number conservation tcchniqUl:s that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your considcration of this malter. If 1 can bc of additional 3ssist.'\nce to you or
your slaff, please do nol hesitate to conlact me directly.

S i lIcercly.

ce.
Ml'. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Puhlic Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
1 J J Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids rvti 49503-2831


